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Historical premise and biography of “Lucrezia Crivelli” 

• In 1495 Ludovico Sforza (known as Il Moro), Grand Duke of Milan, commissioned Leonardo to paint the “The Last Supper” and the portrait of 
Lucerzia Crivelli, who had succeeded as lover Cecilia Gallerani, whose portrait, known as “Lady with an Ermine,” was painted by Leonardo around 
1489-90, immediately after “Il Moro” had been awarded the high honor of the “Order of the Ermine” by the King of Naples. In her portrait, Gallerani
holds an ermine in her lap (Leonardo often used such symbolism in his works). In Greek the word ermine is “gale” and evokes Cecilia’s surname, 
Gallerini. 



Leonardo Da Vinci

“Lucrezia Crivelli”

Circa 1495
55cm x 35 cm (without frame)

“Lucrezia Crivelli” at the Leonardo Da Vinci exhibition at the 
Speyer Museum in Germany.



Carlo Pedretti (6 January 1928 – 5 January 2018)

In his lifetime, he was considered one of the world's 

leading experts on the life and works of Leonardo da 

Vinci. He was a professor of art history and Armand 

Hammer Chair in Leonardo Studies at the University of 

California, Los Angeles from 1960 until his retirement 

in 1993.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlo_
Pedretti







This dossier comprises of only a small sample of the publications 
and literature available on Lenardo’s “Lucrecia Crivelli”. (A zip file 
is attached with all pertaining documents.) 









Approximately 120 significant articles and essay’s 
have been published about Leonardo’s “Lucrezia 

Crivelli”




